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Tenth Annual Luncheon

Honoring
Father Charles Gagan, S.J.

Father Xavier Lavagetto, O.P.



Megan Furth Catholic Academy is proud to announce 
Father Charles Gagan, S.J. and Father Xavier Lavagetto, O.P.

as recipients of the 2010 Golden Apple Award.

The Golden Apple Award is bestowed upon individuals who exemplify 
commitment to the ideal that every child in San Francisco has equal access 
to the very best educational opportunities. Our honorees are committed to 
inner city education and children’s organizations in the Bay Area.

The Megan Furth Catholic Academy commends  
Father Charles Gagan, S.J. and Father Xavier Lavagetto, O.P.  

for their exemplary work on behalf of children and education.

Fr. Charles Gagan, S.J.: Fr. Charlie is pastor of St. Ignatius Church in San Francisco 
and is a founding member of MFCA. He graduated from St. Ignatius College Prepa-
ratory and entered the Society of Jesus in 1955. He also is a member of the Board 
of Directors of Catholic Charities - Catholic Youth Organization in San Francisco. 
He served as Principal of Loyola High School and Vice President for Development at 
Loyola Marymount University, both in Los Angeles.

Fr. Xavier M. Lavagetto, O.P.: Fr. Xavier is the pastor of St. Dominic’s Catholic 
Church in San Francisco and was a founding member of MFCA. He entered the Chris-
tian Brothers in 1965, graduated from St. Mary’s College, Moraga, with a degree in 
chemistry and theology, and participated in the Integral Liberal Arts program. He also 
has a Master of Divinity with a concentration in scripture from the Dominican School 
of Philosophy & Theology. Most of his teaching career was at Cathedral High School, 
where he taught chemistry and religion and was the Chair of the Religion Department. 
He developed a four-year integrated religion program. His vows were transferred in 
1995 to the Dominican Order, and he was ordained in 1996. 



Honorary Committee

Most Reverend George Niederauer 
     Archbishop of San Francisco
Mayor Edwin M. Lee
Supervisor Carmen Chu 

Supervisor Sean Elsbernd
Bevan Dufty
Michela Alioto-Pier
			 

Past Golden Apple Honorees

2010 - Janet and Clint Reilly
2009 - Angela and Christopher Cohan

2008 - Susan and Bill Oberndorf
2007 - Cecilia and Jim Herbert

Luncheon Chairs

Angela & Christopher Cohan Michele & Chris Meany

Reservations Chair

Diana Adamson

Luncheon Committee 

Marina Armstrong
Kim & Stephen Bachmann
Jennifer & Doug Biederbeck
Joey & William Buckingham
Jan & James Buckley
Sue & Todd Carter
Shannon Dolan
Sara Duryea & Richard Damm
Dana & Robert Emery
Margie Ellis
Nanette & Craig Gordon
Donna & Jim Hale

Kate Kelly & Tom Klein
Millicent & Robert J. Lalanne
Carol & Marc Lerdal
Meagan Levitan & Dale Carlson
Stephanie & Jim Milligan
Deborah Lee Minor
Susan & Bill Oberndorf
Ann & David Papale
Leslie & Nick Podell
Anne & Kevin Ryan
Marie & Paul Simpson
Phyllis & Theodore Swindells

Board of Directors

Sharon McCarthy Allen
Bill Campbell
Angela  Cohan
Shannon Dolan
Sara Duryea
Margie Ellis
John Espiritu
Marie Fitzpartick
Fr. Charles Gagan, S.J.
Donna Hale
Sr. Marion Irvine, O.P.
Robert J. Lalanne, Chairman

Fr. Xavier Lavagetto, O.P.
Sr. Chris Maggi, D.C.
Michele Meany
Reed Minuth
Leo Murphy
Peter Newell
Susan Oberndorf
Gery Short
Kimberly D. Schmidt
Timothy Allen Simon
Ex-Officio:
Nicole McAuliffe, Principal



An exclusive Live Auction  will take place at the luncheon. 

Get ready to bid on amazing items! Including: 

Let the Fathers Do the Cooking 
Invite eight of your friends for dinner, then relax and enjoy the evening. 
Father Xavier Lavagetto, chef extraordinaire, will prepare a five-course  

meal in your home. Dinner will include Father Xavier’s famous cheesecake  
for dessert and special wine pairings poured by our master  

sommelier for the evening, Father Charles Gagan. 
 

Donors: Fr. Xavier Lavagetto and Fr. Charles Gagan
Value: Priceless

Support MFCA students in the Call to Service
Fill out your Call to Service envelope when the item you are interested is announced.

 

Ways to Make a Difference...

School Uniform for 1 Student - $150
Instructional Materials for 1 Classroom - $500

Partial Underwriting of Xavier’s Kindergarten Playground - $1,000
Full Tuition Scholarship for 1 Student - $5,000

Thank you for participating in the exciting  

Online Auction,  which opened April 16th and closed May 9th 

at www.biddingforgood.com/mfca.
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Luncheon Program

Reception and Silent Auction ~ 11:00 a.m.

Luncheon Welcome ~ Kate Kelly ~ 12:00 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance ~ Michael Araula, 7th Grade 

Megan Furth Catholic Academy Choir ~ led by Simon Berry

Blessing ~ Sister Anne Providence Frassinello, O.P.

Luncheon

Remarks ~ Kate Kelly

Video Presentation

Special Presentation to 
Father Charles Gagan, S.J. and Father Xavier Lavagetto, O.P.

Live Auction ~ Bob Fitzgerald

Farewell and Closing ~ Kate Kelly ~ 1:30 p.m.

Menu

Baby Spinach Salad
Fanned breast of chicken, hearts of palm, radish, roasted fennel and orange 

segments, citrus crème fraiche dressing

Optional Vegetarian Baby Spinach Salad

Assorted Breads and Rolls

Dessert Platter
Assorted Fairmont Confections – Pastry Chef’s Choice



Sponsors

Cum Laude 
Angela and Christopher Cohan
Bettye Ferguson
The Gagan Family
     Joey, Pat, Kathy, Brian and Lynn
Alicia and Philip Hammarskjold
In Memory of  Sr. Regina M. Kleine, O.P.
Millicent and Robert J. Lalanne
Anna and Mason Morfit
Nancy G. Newell and Peter C. Newell
Susan and William Oberndorf
Heidi and Richard Sherman

Scholar
Anonymous (2)
David A. Blanton, III
Joey and Bill Buckingham
Pat and Jay Cahill
Louise M. Davies Foundation
Margie Ellis
Michael Ermer
Cecilia and Jim Herbert
St. Ignatius Parish
Mary Jo and Dick Kovacevich Family Foundation
Rebecca and Robert Loback
Marjorie and Bill Campbell
Michele and Christopher Meany
Stephanie and Jim Milligan
Yvonne and Angelo Sangiacomo
Maureen and Craig Sullivan

Friend
Alice Phelan Sullivan Corporation
     Erin Doyle Ebeling
     Sheila Doyle Kiernan
Sue and Todd Carter
The Del Santo Family
Dominican Sisters of San Rafael
The George Hornstein Family Foundation
Erica and Ken Gregory
ISU Insurance Services
Jacqueline Keyser and Thomas Friesch
Sally and James Klingeil
Cristina and Robert Morris
Karen and Joseph Niehaus
The George Pasha, III Family
     Sara Duryea and Sally McInerney, Dirs.

St. Dominic's Catholic Church
USF Jesuit Community
Pam and Rodger Weismann
Janice and D. Edward Wohlled

Supporter
California Society of the Province of Jesus
Jennifer and Doug Biederbeck
Rose Casserly
Catholic Kolping Society, San Francisco
Leslie and George Hume
Meagan Levitan and Dale Carlson
Farah and Victor Makras
Dr. Kate Mecca
June and James McCarthy
Ann and Russell Miller
Carla and William Newell
The O'Shea Foundation
Leslie and Nick Podell
Megin Scully and Reed Minuth
Schnader Harrison Segal et al.
Phyllis and Ted Swindells
Diane B. Wilsey
Bobbie and Michael Wilsey

Advocate
Colleen and John Amster
Jan and Jim Buckley
Kathy and Greg Calegari
Gerry Cole
Joan and Thomas Cooney
Liz and Bob Dondero
Rejane Drobey
Marie and Jack Fitzpatrick
Myrna P. and Dr. Henry E. Fourcade
Tracey Roberts and Paul Haigney
Donna D. Hale
Deborah N. Matthies Fund
Nicole and Colin McAuliffe
Sandy and Paul Otellini
Seton Education Partners
St. Stephen School
Mary and Ishkhan Tachdjian
Taste Catering
	 (Partial List as of May 2, 2011)



Thank You!
We would like to extend a special thanks to the following:
Our luncheon committee, co-chaired by Angela Cohan, and Michele Meany, for all 
their help in coordinating today’s luncheon; Sara Duryea for her special coordination 
of fundraising details; Colin McAuliffe for creating this year’s compelling video and 
donating his time and photography for the invitation and program photos; Diana 
Adamson for seating today’s luncheon; Susan and Bill Oberndorf for hosting a 
beautiful outreach event; Rob Baker for donating his time and skills photographing 
today’s event; Wilson Meany Sullivan for the generous Bix Chardonnay wine donation 
that we are enjoying today; Flowers Claire Marie for the gorgeous floral arrangements; 
and Lauren Sharp for her creative talents designing the invitation and program.

Auction Donors

20/20 Optical
Adventure Cat Sailing Charters
Alfons Skin Care
American River Raft Rentals
Amici's East Coast Pizzeria
Anne Marie and John Jordan
April Ward
Balletto Vineyards
Bay Area Discovery Museum
Being Yoga
Berkeley Iron Works
Berkeley Symphony Orchestra
Bi Rite Market
Blue and Gold Fleet
Books Inc.
Broadway by the Bay
Brooks Brothers
Byington Winery and Vineyard
California Shakespeare Theater
CGA Cares
Charles M. Schulz Museum
Charles Sharp
Children's Fairyland
Cline Cellar's
diPietro Todd Salon
Elephant Bar
Extreme Pizza
Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco 
Father Charles Gagan, S.J.
Father Xavier Lavagetto, O.P.
Gabriel Pinkerton, C.M.T.
GoCar Tours
Hacienda Tres Rios
Happy Hollow Park and Zoo
Hobee's California Restaurants
Infineon Raceway
Julianne Banks
La Boulange

Lark Theater
Lauren Sharp
Lawrence Hall of Science
Lindsay Wildlife Museum
Marin Brewing Company
Marin Symphony
Marin Theater Company
MFCA Parent Teacher Association
Nicole and Colin McAuliffe
Oakland Zoo
Pacific Catch Restaurant
Pan Pacific Whistler
PinkCalyx.com
Premier Cancun Vacations
Ripleys Believe it or Not! Museum
San Francisco 49ers
San Francisco MoMA
San Francisco Symphony
Scandia Family Fun Center
Sheraton Palo Alto Hotel
Shibui Gardens
Sports Basement
Stanford Athletics
Sugar Bowl Inc.
Terra Resort Group
The Grice Family
The Marsh
The Ross Family
Thermography Center of Sonoma County
Tina Cuneo
Valerie Jaeger
Vichy Springs Resort
Wax Museum of Fisherman's Wharf
Winchester Mystery House
Yerba Buena Center for Arts
Yroko Drevon  
     Independent Stylist for Stella & Dot



Dear Fr. Xavier and Fr. Gagan,

Thank you for believing in us!

	 Love,
The Students and Faculty of

Megan Furth Catholic Academy



With affection and appreciation for your inspiring leadership…
			   Love,
      			   Sara Duryea and Richard Damm
          			  and Sally and John McInerney

Congratulations Charlie

You are truly extraordinary in all 
that you do for so many!

From your San Francisco 
and Los Angeles admirers

Michele and Chris Meany 
&

Jeanne and Bill Jennett



This is a photo of the St. Dominic’s 
5th grade class with their teacher, 

Sister Regina M. Kleine, O.P.

Over the years many changes have occurred 
in this school community. All the while

 the teachers carry forth the values of the 
educators who have come before them.  

To the teachers who will remember the past 
and look to the future…

Keep up your good work!



Megan Furth
Catholic Academy

we applaud your dedication to the 
needs of the community.

Your students are so lucky- you 
teach them to Work Hard, Dream Big 

and Reach for the Stars, because 
anything is possible!

Keep up the good work,

Yvonne & Angelo 
Sangiacomo

Y  Y  Y

Thank you, Charlie, for so many years 
of friendship to our family!

With Love,

z The Buckinghams   z

Mary V. Buckingham
Jim and Mary O. Buckingham

Bill and Joey Buckingham
Ann and Jim Shea

Charlie and Gloria Buckingham
Henry and Czarina Buckingham



Father Gagan and Father Lavagetto:

     Thank you for all you do for all of us, 
our children and our city.

     
Best wishes, continued success with 

Megan Furth Catholic Academy, 
and God’s blessings on you both.

v

Maureen and Craig Sullivan

		  We are proud of the school’s history 
             	 and hopeful for its future. 

                  
		  Congratulations to  the 2011 Golden  
		  Apple award recipients and the 
		  school community of supporters.

          We hold you all in our thoughts and prayers.

The Del Santo Family
Congratulates and Thanks

Father Charles Gagan, S.J.
Father Xavier Lavagetto, O.P.

For Their Unwavering Service to the Community



St. Dominic’s parish community
congratulates our pastor

Fr. Xavier Lavagetto, O.P.

for receiving the
2011 Golden Apple Award from
Megan Furth Catholic Academy

Through your tireless efforts, 
you have truly made a difference to 
Catholic education in San Francisco.

 The Gagan Family

Joey

Kathy

Pat

Brian & Lynn

z

Our Congratulations and Love
on this Splendid Achievement



 
 

A view toward the two giant lantern  spires of St. Ignatius Church

 
 

Congratulations to

Father Charles R. Gagan, S.J. 
and

Father Xavier Lavagetto, O.P.
 

May God bless you both abundantly
for your extraordinary service and dedication

to the children of San Francisco 
at the Megan Furth Catholic Academy

 ~

St. Ignatius Church Staff



MFCA would like to thank ore corporate sponsors:

Congratulations  
Father Gagan and Father Xavier

sss

It has been a joy to serve your 
school community.

Thank you for your wisdom, humor, 
and for teaching me that 

“It will all work out!”
sss

Best wishes always,
Nicole, Colin, Caroline and Julia McAuliffe



Dear Friends of Megan Furth Catholic Academy,

This is a pivotal year in our school’s history.  As Megan Furth Catholic Academy enters 
its second decade of providing a high-quality Catholic education to those who can least 
afford it, we do so as we honor two visionaries who have guided us along the way, Father 
Charles Gagan and Father Xavier Lavagetto. 

It is with great enthusiasm that we announce the formation of Mission Dolores 
Academy effective June 1, 2011, operating under the direction of an expanded Megan 
Furth Catholic Academy Board, and to be located at the site of the current Mission 
Dolores Elementary School.  

Mission Dolores Academy is blessed that two excellent Catholic schools - Mission 
Dolores Elementary School and Megan Furth Catholic Academy - are joining forces to 
create this new school, ensuring the neediest families of San Francisco continue to have 
access to a high-quality Catholic education regardless of their ability to pay. 

•  Mission Dolores Academy site offers a complete campus with a gym, auditorium, 
large playground, kitchen and larger classrooms, which will allow us to increase edu-
cational opportunities and to expand our sports, music, drama, and arts programming.  
•  Mission Dolores Academy will serve twice as many students with greater efficiency 
in operating costs, thereby increasing the net tuition income to the Academy by over 
$250,000 annually
•  Mission Dolores Academy’s 25 year lease with the Archdiocese for the site will free 
the Board to sell its old campus. The projected $6M dollars of sale proceeds added to our 
endowment will increase tuition assistance by over $400,000 annually.
•  Mission Dolores Academy will be greatly augmented by Megan Furth Catholic 
Academy’s $500,000 technology grant received January 2011 from Seton Education 
Partners.
•  Mission Dolores Academy will be on the path to a sustainable financial future 
serving the neediest families in San Francisco in perpetuity as a result of these changes 
and ongoing philanthropic support.

We thank you for your ongoing support and invite you to join us in this historic 
endeavor.

Sincerely,

Robert J. Lalanne, Board Chairman		  Nicole McAuliffe		
Mission Dolores Academy			   Principal

MFCA
2445 Pine Street | San Francisco, CA 94115 | (415) 346-0143

www.meganfurthacademy.org


